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A+M present four years worth of creative work - built, in- 
progress and contemplative - organized as a landscape of 
the newly formulated classification of contemporary human 
habitation: SURAL™ and RURBAN™.

About SURAL™ and RURBAN™:

Traditionally, the vast majority of non-urban building in 
the us happens both without architects and without clear 
continuation of the vernacular tradition; and this territory 
has remained outside of any architectural discourse.  The 
attributes and amenities of urbanity are spreading further 
into suburbs, and rural living finds its way into cities. We 
wonder what shapes this architecture.  The clarity of 
traversing a city, suburb and countryside is now being 
replaced by a gradient – a hybrid condition of all three 
territorial designations.  This resultant – the in-between– 
which manifests itself in multiple scales, media and cultural 
experiences– is a bizarre, almost surreal, liminal condition 
sculpted by both local and global metrics. Since the old 
designations – rural, suburban, urban no longer apply here 
– we call for a new classification: sural™ and rurban™ as 
the extreme end of the same gradient range.

For more information visit:

www.austin-mergold.com/sural.html
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About A+M

Founded in 2007 in Philadelphia, Austin+Mergold 
LLC is an architecture, landscape and design 
practice.

We see our work process as slow architecture. 
Believing that it is preferable to rethink and 
repurpose existing resources than to tap new 
ones, we infiltrate existing systems that are 
responsible for built form, rather than reinvent 
the wheel each time. We explore local vernacular 
conditions to discover how an efficient (and 
economical) reconfiguration of available materials, 
forms and methods, informed by the latest 
advances in technology, can result in an improved 
quality of life for communities and individuals. 
For us, this is sustainable design—both vis-à-vis 
the environment and our own business—and it is 
particularly well-suited to the twinned economic 
and ecological crises that we face today.

Collectively, A+M has extensive experience 
in a multitude of disciplines (architecture 
and landscape, graphic and interior design, 
development and construction). We thrive 
on solving design problems around multiple 
obstacles: time and budget constraints, common 
(often, unglamorous) materials and long-
established local methodologies. 

A+M is a winner of 2010 New York Architecture 
League Prize for Architects and Designers (fka 
Young Architects Prize) and the 2012 Philadelphia 
AIA Emerging Architects Prize. A+M’s work 
has appeared in BLDGBLOG, The Architect’s 
Newspaper, Domus, The New York Times, 
The Philadelphia Inquirer, Cornell Journal of 
Architecture, 306090 and other publications.


